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Happy New Year!
I am delighted to have joined Greenfield as the new permanent headteacher. It has been a busy
first week getting to know everyone and as much as I can about how the school works.
My first day was spent with the staff for our INSET, where we were thinking about how you can
better remember the things you learn and about a ‘growth mindset’. I’m of the firm belief that
anyone can be successful at anything with the right opportunity, time, input, effort and practice.
This really underpins the vision that ‘Everyone can grow in a Greenfield!’
It was lovely to meet the children as they came back on Tuesday and start getting to know them.
They are a chirpy and enthusiastic bunch and have been very forthcoming. In my first assembly, we
talked about looking forwards to the new year and a new start, while remembering fondly all we
have achieved in the year that’s passed. It’s good to see that some children have made new year’s
resolutions or have been thinking about how they might challenge themselves to try something
new. Change can be both very exciting and a little scary at the same time, and this has resonated
with us all a little this week.
Everyone has been so welcoming and friendly that I am feeling at home already. I have been trying
to learn everyone’s name - I have mastered a few but I’m a long way off my target. People keep
asking how to pronounce my name as it is a tricky one. Phonetically, it is ‘sti-lee-ann-ee-dees’ and
most people are along the right lines when they just give it a go. Lots of parents and grandparents
have introduced themselves while I have been outside school in the morning or end of day and
wished me well too. If I have not met you already, I look forward to doing so in the next few weeks.
As I am getting to know you, I appreciate that you will be keen to know more about me. I’ve spent
the last 12 years in Lincolnshire but I was born in Sheffield (hence the Yorkshire accent). I was
headteacher of a large primary school for the past 8 years and absolutely loved it. As my husband
works in the West Midlands and stayed here through the week, we decided to move home so we
can spend more family time together. We have three children – two are grown up and have flown
the nest but my little boy started school in Kidderminster this week. He was less anxious about the
change than me and seems very settled already!
It was six months ago that I was appointed so, after waiting for so long, I am excited to throw
myself into being head of Greenfield now. I am pleased to be supported by my deputy, Mrs
Remmers. I can see she did a super job of leading and managing school last term and her dedication
and hard work is very much appreciated.
Having been here for just one week, I am certain that everyone at Greenfield will be working hard
together to continue to ensure the wellbeing and education of the children is the best that it can
be.
Best wishes
Mrs Claire Stylianides
Headteacher

Get me to school on time!
It is essential that all our children get to school on time every day or else they miss out on
valuable learning time. Children who are late miss out on the very start of the school day when
important information is often shared with the children and this can make it very difficult for a
child to get fully involved in his or her learning. A child who is persistently late by only 5 minutes
a day will miss out on over 15 hours of learning during the course of a school year! Lateness can
clearly have a significant impact on a pupil’s achievement.
Our school day runs from 8.55am to 3.30pm. Children can come into school from 8.45am and all
children must be in their classrooms at 8.55am when registers will be taken. If your child is not in
the classroom at this time, they will be marked as late. If you arrive at school after 8.55am,
please report to the school office to sign your child in. There are a small number of families who
consistently arrive late for school each morning.
We are determined not just to maintain our high standards of attendance but to improve
attendance during this school year. If your child is unable to attend due to illness, please
telephone the School Office by 9.30am and leave a voicemail on the dedicated absence line for
each day they are absent.
Good school attendance gives children the opportunity of success and helps them to develop
skills for life. We expect all our children to attend school every day, unless there is an
unavoidable cause such as illness.
The percentages below will help you understand our expected attendance levels.
97% & above:
95% - 97%:
90% - 95%:
Less than 90%:

Excellent attendance
Good attendance
Worrying
Serious concerns. Your child has less chance of being successful in his or
her learning and social development

Safe Riding

Phone Free Zone

It’s very busy on the paths leading to the
school building at drop off and collection
times. In the interest of safety, we ask that
pupils do not ride their bikes and scooters
on the paths.

Please can we remind our parents and visitors
that Greenfield is a No Phone Zone.

Children who ride to school should
dismount at the gate and wheel their bike
or scooter across to our bike shed. We
have had a few near misses and we don’t
want anyone to be hurt.

Return Borrowed Clothes
If your child has had an accident in school and
has had a change of clothes, please ensure
that you return these to school once they have
been washed.
Our stock of spare pants is running very low at
the moment.

Please do not use your mobile phone whilst
on the Greenfield site. This applies to all areas
of our school, including the school lobby and
playground, and at all times, including after
school.
Unfortunately, despite many reminders, our
staff are still having to ask parents not to use
their phones on our site. We have parents
who use their phones to make telephone calls,
browse the web, send text messages and
even take photographs on the playground
whilst on the school site.
We hope that all our
parents and visitors
will support us in
this important
matter to safeguard
our children.

Diary Dates
13-17 January

Friends of Greenfield School
The next big FroG event is our Quiz Night
We will be hosting a quiz night at school on
Friday 31st January. Teams can be up to six
people. This is an adults only event. There will
be a bar so time to book that baby sitter! Flyer
to come soon with all the details
Dates for your diary:
Wednesday 15th January—Next FroG Meeting
The next FroG meeting will be at the Longlands
pub at 7pm. This is your chance to have a say in
fundraising events. All are welcome, whether
you can do a little or a lot.
Friday 24th January—Cake Sale
Donations from classes Rundell and Wilson
please. Remember, no nuts!

Monday

KS1 Dodgeball

Monday

Maths Club

Tuesday

Ahlberg Swimming

Tuesday

Science Club

Wednesday Flair Dance
Wednesday KS2 Futsal
Thursday

Film Club

Friday

KS2 Dodgeball

Friday

KS1 Multi-sports

Friday 31st January—Quiz Night

Welcome Back!

Friday 14th February—Valentine's Mufti and
Disco

We would like to welcome Mrs Lewis back
to Greenfield as she returns from her
Adoption Leave.

Sorry about the old information in the last
newsletter of last term. If anyone would be
interested in becoming Chair or Vice Chair
though, please see Chloe Harrison.

Along with being class teacher for our
Jacqueline Wilson class, she is our SENCo
and is quickly getting back into the swing of
things.

Thank you for all your support, The FroG Team

Attendance for Last Week

Primary Reception Intake
September 2020
If you are parents of a child born between
01.09.15 and 31.08.16, please don’t forget to
complete an application for their Reception
place before the closing date of 15 January
2020.
An application must be submitted for ALL
children who fall in this age bracket, even if
they have a sibling at the school or they
attend the nursery provision.
Parents can apply online at
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/learning
-and-school/school-information/schooladmissions/primary-reception-intake/

Letters Sent Home This Week
All: Spring Term Club List
Selected: Coalbrookdale Instalment Plans
Selected: Explore Learning Maths Workshop

Well done to our top classes:
David Almond: 97.86%
AA Milne: 97.69%
Katherine Rundell: 97.41%

Tilly Smith
Robert Melville
Elsa Maloney
Harrison Grainger
Parker Butler
Arnica Najafi

Balanceability
Reception pupils have started
learning how to ride a bike this
week as they began a course of
Balanceability. They are working in
small groups with a trained
instructor on Tuesday mornings for
the rest of the spring term. They will
have structured lessons that
incorporate fun activities to help
children develop gross motor skills,
spatial awareness and bilateral coordination and will help them
progress to riding a pedal bike. This
week was their introductory safety
session and, although it was their
first time with the instructor, they
listened very carefully and tried
their best throughout the lesson.

Big Cat Phonics
Year 1 pupils were over the
moon to check out our new
delivery of reading books this
week. To support younger pupils'
with their mastery of phonics, the
new books are closely matched
to the sounds that they are
learning so that they are fully
decodable. We are fortunate to
have been given the Big Cat
books as we are taking part in a
research project for Collins
publishers. Mrs Cattell and Mrs
Hawker are leading the project
and it will be interesting to see
the findings later in the year.

